Building the Lord’s House
Looking for the Fullness of God
Ephesians 1 – 2

I. God has high goals for the Church.
A. In Ephesians “Paul wrote to expand the horizons of his readers, so that they might understand better the dimensions of God’s eternal purpose and grace, and come to appreciate the high goals God has for the church.” (NIV Study Bible)
B. Review:  Our willingness to build the Lord’s house pays huge dividends personally, corporately and for our region. (Haggai 1:1-15)
1. The Church is the very dwelling place of God. (Ephesians 2:19-22)
2. We are a holy priesthood offering spiritual sacrifices to God. (I Peter 2:4, 5, 9)
II.   God wants us to know what we have in Christ so we will release it.               	  (Ephesians 1:18, 19)
A. At the core of being filled with Christ is a revelation of his love. (Ephesians 3:17-19)
B. The possibilities of God’s work within us are more than we can ask or imagine.  (Ephesians 3:20-21)

II.  The fullness of God is released corporately when every believer does his or her part in love.
A. To each one of us a manifestation of the Spirit has been given for the common good.  (Ephesians 4:7-10; I Corinthians 12:4-7, 18-26)
B. Every expression of believers must have key leaders who equip the church for works of service. (I Corinthians 12:27-28; Ephesians 4:11, 12; Hebrews 13:17)
C. The whole measure of the fullness of Christ (Ephesians 4:13)    
1. Unity (Ephesians 4:13; Psalm 133)
2. Maturity—the complete expression of Christ in a community (Ephesians 4:13; Acts 2:42-47; 4:32, 33)
3. Stability (Ephesians 4:14)
4. Personal growth (Ephesians 4:15)
5. The rule of love (Ephesians 4:16)	
a. Everyone belongs.
b. Everyone compassionately serves.
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